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MONTENEGRO

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Montenegro Institutional Development and Agricultural Strengthening Project (MIDAS)
Request for Expressions of Interest
for

Ex-ante Evaluation of the IPARD II Programme 2014-2020 of Montenegro
IBRD No: 7716-ME
Reference No. MNE-MIDAS-7716-ME-CS-CQ-14-2.1.a.8.2
This Invitation for expression of interests follows the General Procurement Notice for this Project that appeared in Development Business, issue no. February 5, 2009

The Government of Montenegro has received a loan in the amount of EUR 11 million (US$15.7) equivalent from the International Bank for Reconstruction Development (IBRD) and from the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund, GEF, in the amount of US$ 4 million toward the cost of the Montenegro Institutional Development and Agricultural Strengthening Project (MIDAS) and it intends to apply part of the proceeds to payments  under the Contract for Ex-ante Evaluation of the IPARD II Programme 2014-2020 of Montenegro.
The overall objective of the ex-ante evaluation is to optimise the allocation of budgetary resources under programmes and improve programming quality as well as contributing to capacity building for future monitoring and evaluation activities.

The specific objective is to prepare the ex-ante evaluation of the Rural Development Programme under IPARD 2014-2020 in Montenegro.

Drawing parallels to Article 55 of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013, the ex-ante evaluation shall appraise:

(a) The contribution to the Union strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth, having regard to the selected thematic objectives and priorities, taking into account national and regional needs and potential for development as well as lessons drawn from previous programming periods; 

(b) The internal coherence of the proposed programme or activity and its relationship with other relevant instruments; 

(c) The consistency of the allocation of budgetary resources with the objectives of the programme; 

(d) The consistency of the selected thematic objectives, the priorities and corresponding objectives of the programme with the Indicative Strategy Paper for Montenegro 2014-2020 and the national Strategy for development of agriculture and rural areas; 

(e) The relevance and clarity of the proposed programme indicators; 

(f) How the expected outputs will contribute to results; 

(g) Whether the quantified target values for indicators are realistic, having regard to the support envisaged from the IPA II Funds; 

(h) The rationale for the form of support proposed; 

(i) The adequacy of human resources and administrative capacity for management of the programme; 

(j) The suitability of the procedures for monitoring the programme and for collecting the data necessary to carry out evaluations; 

(k) The suitability of the milestones selected for the performance framework; 

(l) The adequacy of planned measures to promote equal opportunities between men and women and to prevent any discrimination; 

(m) The adequacy of planned measures to promote sustainable development; 

(n) Measures planned to reduce the administrative burden on beneficiaries. 

The starting period of this assignment is supposed to be during the December 2014, and ex-ante evaluation should be completed no later by May 2015.
The MARD through the Technical Service Unit (TSU) now invites eligible companies to indicate their interest in providing the Services. Interested companies should provide information demonstrating that they have the required qualifications and relevant experience to perform the Services.
Consultants may associate with other firms in the form of a joint venture or a sub-consultancy to enhance their qualifications.

The shortlisting criteria are:
	Evaluation criteria
	Points

	General Professional Experience
	At least 10 years of experience in producing relevant studies and strategic documents in the area of agriculture (proven by a reference list of studies/researches);
	30

	
	Demonstrated experience in having conducted similar evaluations including some of the features as described in this REoI for EU candidate countries; 
	40

	Staff available
	Capacity and availability of required staff and (logistic) resources to carry out required work in required period of time (Key Experts in the area of: Agriculture and Rural Development; agro or food production; agro-economics; Strategic Planning and Development; Environment Impact Assessment, and Socio-economic assessment) 
	30


Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below from 9-15 hours local time.
The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 1.9 of the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants [under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants] by World Bank Borrowers (edition May 2004, revised October 2006) (“Consultant Guidelines”), setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.  
A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Consultants’ Qualification (CQ) method set out in the Consultant Guidelines. 
Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below by mail and in envelope by November 14, 2014, 15,00h local time. 
Ministry of Finance

Technical Service Unit

Attn: Mirko Ljesevic, Procurement officer
Address: Jovana Tomasevica b.b. (Stara zgrada Vlade)
81000 Podgorica, 

Crna Gora

Tel: +382 20 201-695
Fax: +382 20 201-698

e-mail mirko.ljesevic@mif.gov.me 

